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THE  LIFE  OF* 

'  JACK  SHEPPAED. 


John  Sheppard  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Stepi 
my  near  London,  in  tho  jear  1702.   The  fathef 
l^f  this  extradordnay  character  was  z  carpenter,  anf 
died  when  his  son  was  so  young,  that  be  had  n0 
recollection  of  seeing  him.   In  consequence  of  thi 
premature  death  of  his  father,  the  providing  fof 
Jack,  his  brother,  and  sister,  devolved  upon  hif 
mother,  who  soon  precnred  him  admission  into  tht 
workhoijise  in  Bishopgatc-street,  where  he  con*  ; 
^nned  for  eighteen  months,  and  in  that  time  r6« 
ceived  m  education  sufficient  to  qualify  him  fat ; 
^  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  for  which  his  mother  de« 
^  «igned  him.   Accordingly  he  was  recommendeS 
J  io  Mr.  Wood,  in  Wjch  Skeet,  Drury  Laae,  wh« 
|l?f^tind  him  for  seven  jmm$   Tho  lad  proved  m  : 
y  early  proficient,  and  became  exceedingly  ingenious  ^ 
jie  soon  became  master  of  Mb  business,  and  gave  I 
ipuch  satisfactioa  U  his  master's  customergp  bsM  ] 
Aad  tho  character  of  a  very  sober,  orderly  ' 

I   ^^nr  !  frT  in  fifaMjaii^M^^^B 


«6i9tpl€if$d  m        othi&  ftppranliceeliip,  heeofi* 

mmcnd  a  tatd  acquaintaHce  with  one  £lizabdt% 
hyon,  otherwise  called  Edgowortb  Bo«8,  from  ft 
iom  of  that  nam©  m  Middlesex,  where  she 

born,  the  reputed  wife  of  a  soldieffp  who  lived  ada- 
foaiicbed  life.  Jack  became  noon  eaamonred  of 
lier,  md  thej  eohabited  together  as  man  and  wife* 

Here  heg^n  hi®  ffoin,  Sheppard  grew  wear?  of 
the  jok©  ©f  se:fvitnde  and  began  to  dispute  witb 
Im  masfefp  telling  him  that  this  way  of  jobbing 
f^'om  lioninG  to  honsoj  was  not  sufficient  to  fm^nisls 
Mm  with  a  due  experience  in  his  trade,  and  thaS 
If  .he  mmld  not  seek  to  nnderlake  gome  buildings 
fce  wonld  go  into  the  world  for  better  information. 
Mr,  Woody  a  mildj  honest  man,  indulged.  Mm. 
Bi.rs»  Wood  exhorted  him  against  the  company  of 
Ms  paramour* 

He  was  sent  to  make  eome  repairs  atMr.Bntf^g 
Bm  alehouse^  near  Islington^  and  on  a  trival 
eecasioB  fell  upon  his  masterj  and  beat  and  bruised 
-J^m  in  a  hMh^ms  md  shameful  manner,  such  tk 
$vM®7^  mi  deplorable  Aange  was  there  in  the  be* 
of  go  prmnising  a  young  man.   Nest  ea- , 
med  a  Begieet  of  duty  both  to  God  and  his  master  J 
IjirAg  owl  of  BightSp  perpetual  jarring  and  animosi- . 
§.m    ThoBB  mU  were  Iho  consequeno^^  of  hi$ 
Sr^JSBtsivsy  with  his  aew  aequaiatancej,  who,  in  th# 
^a^ielf  wM        ^  »  ®^  Io«d«toii# 


H  brmgiag  Mm  to  tlie  fatal^ke@o 

Ha¥ing  reason  to  suspect  that  Sheppard  Ibai 
fo'l^ed  2.  neiglaboDir,  Mr»  Wood  began  to  b©  in  u 
great  feai- for  himself;  wben  Ms  m^n  came  not 
liome  IE 'due  seasoB  at  niglit,  he  barred  Mm  omt| 
hut  be  made  a  mere  Jest  of  tb©  locks  and  bollp|_ 
mi  entered  in  ani  out  at  pleasnre  ;  and  .  when  aS 
had  reason  to  believe  be  was  iocked.out,  tbej  founi 
iiim  in  bed  the  nett  morning  |  sueh  was  the  power 
®f  his  early  ingennity. 

EdgeworUa  Bess  having  stolen  a  gold  ling  from 
%  gentleman  whom  she  had  picked  up  in  the  stre@|i 
wa^sentto  Si  Glle*6  round  house.  Sheppail 
went  immediately  to  his  &iend<,  and  after  a  Aolt 
iiscourse  with  Mr.  Brown,  the  beadle,  and  his  wifes 
frho  had  the  care  of  the  place,  he  fellv  upon  th# 
poor  couple,  took  the  keys  &om  them,  and  letfesg 
tut  in  spite,  of  all  the  outiiiee  and  opposition  tfae^ 
W@re  capable  of  making. 

He  was  sent  by  his  master  in  July,  1728,  ti 
f  erform  a  repair  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Baynes,  § 
piece-broker  in  White-horse  yard,  and  h@  km 
Ihencd  stole  a  roll  of  fusladn,  containing  twen^ 
four  yards,  which  was  afterwards  found  inhia  trunkp 
Xbis  is  suppose!  to  be  the  first  robbery  be  eief 
•ommiUed,  acid  it  was  not  long  before  be  repealed 
inother  upon  this  same  gentlOTtaUp  by  breaking 
i&to  his  bouse  about  th6ati4dle  of  tbonigMs  tad 


f^Iisg  8if  «f  tlejil!  mm  fdmis  in  m&Uf  isi 
%ood@  to  ft©  ?»lBe  of  sevaattsa  pomds  more.  How 
lio  e»t«?ea  'Hits  hoaso  was  a  sMfst,  til!  M«s  being 
)«ommitted  to  Mevgate,  when  lie  eoisfMsea  tbat  ho 
|look  np  &e  Iron  hsss  at  tlie  eelkr  window  | 
flkfter  he  liaS  dosebis  basieess,  h&  mm  them  d>(m 
f  agMB ;  s©  that  Mr.  Bajnes  neTeF  Wlairaa  aajWB 
'  iO®@©  lisd  beea  brokea,  and  a  wosaaB,  a  lodgei'la 
'ilie  feoase,  was  fetoeisdJ  tho  wHIa  fctr  essoajitting? 

Shepard  aaS  bis  m»stef  Ui  partea  to  uontltl 
■Ibefore  libe  expiration  of  Ms  apprenticesMp,  snS  s 
melancboly  parMsg  it  was ;  he  went  from  good  mi 
[earefnl  patronage,  and  lap  exposed  te  the  teiap> 
]mmB  of  tbe  most  wieked  wretcbes  tb@  town  eodi 
f»fford,  ettcb  as  Jogepb  BMe,  alias  Bkesldn,^. 
^ibowling  James  Sjkes,  alias  Hell  and  Futj,  mi 
pUeh  last  was  tbe  first  tbat  betrajed  and  put  hitt 
)bte  tbe  bands  oijaetiee. 

Having  deserted  his  masteir's  eeniee  be  tOOk 
\ebeIterintbebonseofHr.  Cbarleg,  in  May-fair, 
tad  bis  landlord  having  wtw&on  tot  some  repailt 
jin  bis  honse,  engaged  a  Mr.  Pantou,  a  eaipent«»^ 
llo  nndertakeii.  and  Sbeppard  to  assist  bim  as  i 
j^onmeymao  But,  on  tbe  28rd  of  October,  1728, 
/before  tbe  work  was  completed,  Sbeppard  took  M 
[opporiunity  to  rob  the  people  of  tbe  foUowioi 
ttffi«ts:7iK.  «7  108  io  apteit.  fin  ivg*  lUiit 


f 

f oM  mgSj,  mi  ^  «yf li#3rri®f ^  imf  m^M  dl 

■f&is  feat  la  to  W.^ii^ 

%y  pmd&mg  leing  •^?f;T!.^i]Xuit^,a^,  -te  Newgate  : 
.^segiMag  ©fa®      hmim  i>f  Ife.  Oook,    lin-eir ' 
irage^  in  Okr©  mrkeS,  <m  the  5th  of  Fcbru^ryg^ . 
md  gtealiiig  goods  to  the  amount  of  £60^  impeft»li0i  ^ 
hk  broker  Jofem  and  Edgeworlh  Besg,  m  teisig  : 
«o.iieef  Eed  with  Mm  in  this  act ;  mi  these  : 
ware  eharged  with  bei23g  concerned  in  breakittg 
into  the  h4)ES8  of  Mr.  Phillips,  in  Bitoj  hm.  mS. 
stealing  gome  propisiij  of  Mrs,  Kendrick,  a  lodgeir 
In  thf^hoiM®,  onihe  14th  of  the  said  month  <»t 
Fehrnarf .   All  possible  endeavonrs  were  used  hf 
Mm.  Cook  and  Mr.  Phillips  to  get  John  Shephari 
mS.  Sdgeworth  Bess  apprehenSad,  but  to  no  pull- 
f  ose,  till  the  following  accident. 

Eobbery  was  now  the  summit  of  hig  2ttrj!feitli>», 
mnd  by  night  and  daj  his  constant  meditation,  mi 
in  Ijondou  he  found  good  opportunity  for  gratifying 
liis  utmost  desires  in  this  way.  While  in  hm 
Ofiual  avocation,  he  one  day  met  with  his  old  ae- 
^U'*intan(5e  Jame  Sykes,  and  was  invited  by  hi» 
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:  Biafe,  to  play  "at  slltile^,  Shepparf.  c^^mplied,  anS 
■Bylies  secretly  semt  fo?;Mr,  Price  J  a  coBstable  m 
!  Bt.  Gile's  parish,,  and  charged  Ms  friend  ShepparS 
^ith  roblbing  Mrs.  Cock.    Sheppard  was -  carried 
fcefore  Justices  Parrj^  wlio  ordered  him  to  St.  Giles* 
'found-house  till  the  next  morning,  for  further 
!  Examination,    He  was  confined  in  the  upper  pari 
©f  the  placOj  being  two  stories  from  the  ground  | 
|)ul  before  two  hours,  by  only  the  help  of  a  razor 
and  the  stretcher  of  a  chair,  he  broke  open  the  top 
0f  the  round  house ;  and  tying  together  a  sheet 
,  tod  a  blanket,  by  them  descended  into  the  churcb 
yard  and  escaped  leaving  the  parish  to  repair  th® 
damage,  and  repent  the  affront  put  upon  his  skill 
said  capacity.  > 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  May,  Sheppar5|, 
^^ilh  another  robber  named  Benson,  were  passing 
ihrough  Leicester  fields,  where  a  gentleman  stood 
Accusing  a  woman  with  an  attempt  to  steal  hw 
VcoXah.  A  mob  gathered  about  the  disputants. 
Bh^ard's  companion  got  in  among  them,  and 
l^ickedtb^  gentleman's  pocket  in  earnest  of  his 
9fatch.  The  scene  was  now  changed  from  aa 
imaginary  robbexy  to  a  real  one ;  and  in  a  moment 
ensued  an  outcry  of '  stop  ihief  Sheppard  and 
Benson  took  to  their  heels^  but  the  former  was 
seized  by  a  sergeant  of  the  guard  at  Leicester 
fcouse,  eiying  out  ^  itop  thief  T  with  great  zeal. 


Ha  wfts  e^&?«7ed  to  St.  Asm*^  fonnd-hotide,  m 
SohOf  and  kept  secure  till  the  next  moruing,  wheis 
Edgeworth  Bess  came  to  Tisit  him,  who  was  sei^eA 
also.  They  were  carried  before  Justice  Walker^ 
^hen  the  people  in  Drury-lane  and  Clare-markeft 
appeared,  and  charged  him  with  the  robberies  be« 
fore-mentioned ;  but  Sheppard  pretending  to  ins® 
peach  certain  accomplices,  the  justice  committed 
Shem  to  the  New  Prison,  wi&  an  intent  to  have 
Ihem  removed  to  Newgate,  unless  there  came  from 
lham  some  useful  discoveries.  Sheppard  was  now 
a  second  time  in  the  hands  oi  justice ;  but  Jack 
knew  his  trade  too  well  to  remain,  long  in  umk  m-^ 
thraldom. 

He  and  his  mate  were  now  in  a  strong  aid  well 
guarded  prison,  himself  loaded  with  a  pair  oi 
double  links  and  basils,  of  about  141bs.  weighty 
and  confined  together  in  the  safe  apartment,  called 
Ifewgata  Ward,  Sheppard  conscious  of  bis  crime% 
and  knowing  the  information  he  had  made  to  b# 
lout  a  blind  scheme  that  would  avail  nothing,  be-^ 
gan  to  meditate  an  escape.  They  had  been  thui 
detained  four  days,  and  their  friends  having  tho 
liberty  of  seeing  them,  famished  him  with  impld» 
gnents  proper  for  his  design.  Accordingly  Shep« 
f  ard  went  to  work,  and  on  the  26tb  May,  being 
Whitsunday,  at  about  two  o*eloek  in  the  mornings 
lompleted  a  praoticttbk  bieaebi  fmd  sawed  off  hi» 


Mi^m  I  hairing,  with  unhMUfd-of  c[|lig6Q0«  i^tUit'df 
mi  off  an  iron  bar  from  th*  tdndow,  &ui  took  mi  a  mi» 
lln  or  b»r,  of  the  most  solid  oak,  about  nine  meh$ft  k 
ttiiekness,  bj  boring  it  tbrongk  in  msmy  places  witl\  gte» 
ikill  ancl  labonr.  They  had  sUil  twenty-five  feet  to  de- 
soend.   Sheppard  fastened  a  sheet  and  blanket  to  the  b  ars 
amused  madam  to  take  off  her  gown  and  pettieoat,  and  seni 
iier  ont  firat.  She  being  more  eorpnleat  than  hinriself,  if 
Vfm  with  much  diKiculty  he  got  her  through  the  opening, 
%{it,  en  observing  his  directioagj  she  was  instantly  down 
9iore  ^Tightened  than  hurt.   Our  hero  foHov/ed,  an# 
iHghted  vith  ease  and  pleasure.   Butchers  are  they  e<« 
^pedto?   Why,  out  of  Sie  prison  into  another.  ThO 
teader  is  t«  understand  that  the  New  Prison  and  Clerken* 
>«? ell  Bridewell  lie  contiguous  to  each  other,  (md  they  hadi 
fot  into  the  yard  of  the  latter,  and  had  a  wall  of  twenty* 
two  feet  high  to  soale  befere  thew  liber^  was  perfectedf* 
^eppard,  far  from  being  unprepared  to  stmnotsnt  this 
^l&culty,  had  his  gimlet  and  pincers  ready,  and  tttade 
sealing  ladder.  While  the  keepers  and  prisoners  of  both 
f  laces  were  asleep  in  their  beds,  he  mounts  with  his  lady^ 
ttnd  in  less  than  ten  minutes  earries  both  her  and  himself 
•rer  the  wall,  and  completes  an  entire  escape.  Althougb 
liis  escape  from  the  condemned  hole  in  Newgate  mad*  • 
ftir  greater  noise  in  the  world  than  that  fram  the  New 
3^son,  it  has  been  allowed  by  all  the  gaol-keepers  in  Loa* 
ion,  that  one  so  astraordinary  was  never  performed  im 
JIagland  before.  The  broken  ehabrs  and  bam  are  kept  19 
9ke  New  Prison  la  testify  and  praiem  the  memory  oi 
Jkis  aei  ^ 

Sheppard,  not  WiRiad  by  Ml  lata  Ung^tOU  posxtiott» 
1bm  more  set  to  work  in  his  master's  neighbourhood,  im 
#f«3^>ft^,  mi  eauearts  tteaawrei  witti  An^onf 
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•tmment  maker,  foir  robhing  Mr.  Burton,  a  ifiaster  t,ailor# 
who  lodged  IB  Mr.  €ftrtei**s  honse.   Gharls  Grace,  m 
eoopefi  btisg  iato  the  secret,  counented,  and  reaoived  t# 
net  bit  pirt  on  th»  16ih  oi  June,  tlie  day  appointed,  Lam^ 
Stft  OriM  and  Shappard  into      house  at  xaiduiglit,  oaM 
Ibay  aU  wait  up  to  Mr.  Burton's  apaKtmeut  armed  witb : 
pistols,  and  eattred  tsndisterbed.  Grace  was  potted  it>\ 
Burton's  bad  side  with  a  loaded  pistol,  with  positive  order#' 
lO  shoot  him  through  the  head  iu  ease  he  awoke,  ^heppardlt 
Mng  engaged  in  opening  the  tronlM  and  boxes  meaatimtf^ 
It  Inckily  happened  for  Mr.  Burton  that  he  slept  mor^  i 
•onnd  than  usual  that  night,  having  eome  from  a  merr^] 
Biaking  with  some  friends,'  They  earried  off  in  notoi^i 
bonds,  guineas,  and  elot^es,  made  and  unmade,  to  tb#^ 
value  of  between  £290  md  £qOO,  besides  a  paduosoy  si^; 
•f  elo&es,  wof  th  about  £20  more,  which  having  hew^ 
tnada  for  a  eoipulent  gentlemiin,  Sheppard  had  them  re*! 
d^ced  and  fitted  to  his  sise  and  wear,  designing  to  appeif 
lOd  make  igare  isx  the  h$m  monde.  Oraee  and  Sheppard ' 
kiTiag  disposed  of  their  goods  at  an  iJehouse  in  Newton* 
er^s  lane  (a  rendeavotts  for  robbers  and  rufSans),  took  their 
Sight,  tad  Qnee  was  not  heard  of  afbr«  Lamb  was  ap«  ^ 
fMieaded,  and  carried  before  Justice  Newton,  and  madw 
ift  ample  confession :  and  there  being  nothing  but  thil 
igaiast  him  at  biatrial,  he  came  off  with  sentence  of  traai* 
teriation.^.  He,  as  well  as  Sheppard,  confirmed  all  th#. 
eibove  partieolars,  and  wiUi  kearful  addition,  that  it  was  il 
iiiMer  of  dispate  among  themniivcs,  whether  or  not  eveqi 
MiTidaal  ia  the  bouse  should  not  be  sacrificed* 

Xr.EifeeboBe,  •  wooUen  draper  in  the  Strand,  abeoC  iSx% 
Mter  efid  ef  the  sane  menth,  (Jane),  received  a  eaatioH 
Itm  ^  Mmi  oI  Aatkoay  hmk,  who  iaUatM  w  WH 
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bM^MM,  Ibfii  lilt  htw  WAS  imUmM  to  U  hNlk$%  tfm 

md  robbed  that  yery  eight.  Mr  Eseebose  prepared  Ist 
9kt  ttTeat,  ordered  his  eervantB  tb  sit  tip  and  give  direoN 
1Bk>n0  totho  watchnaD  in  th«  street  to  observe  his  hoixsA, 
two  oVloek  in  the  morning  Sheppard  and  his  gan^ 
Iking  about  the  door,  a  maid-servant  went  to  listen,  and 
beard  one  of  the  wretches  say,  Damn  him,  if  they  conld 
sot  enter  that  night,  they  wonld  another,  and  would  have 
'^300  of  his  money."  They  then  wont  off,  and  nothing 
was  heard  of  them  till  Sunday,  the  12th  of  July  following, 
when  Joseph  Blake,  alias  Blueskin,  John  Sheppard,  and 
William  Field,  (as  he  himself  swore),  came  about  twelve 
V^loek  at  night,  and  cut  two  large  oaken  bars  over  tho 
«ellar  window  at  the  back  part  of  the  house  in  little  Drury 
lane,  and  so  entered.  Mr.  Kueebone  and  his  family  being 
^  tt  rest,  they  proceeded  to  open  the  door  at  the  foot  of  the 
liellar  stairs,  with  three  bolts  and  a  large  padlock  upon  ii; 
and  then  came  into  the  shop,  and  wrenched  off  a  hasp  and 
jmdlock  that  went  over  the  press,  and  arrived  at  their  do- 
toed  booty  ;  they  continued  in  the  house  three  hours,  and 
^rried  off  with  them  108  yards  of  broad  woollen  cloth* 
$  yards  of  blue  baizo,  a  little  tie  wig,  a  beaver  hat,  two 
gnllver  spoons,  a  handkerchief  and  penknife^  is  all  t#  tbt 
5l3nounix)f  £50. 

The  Sunday  follow&ig,  Sheppard  and  BfuesMn  w«ti 
^t  upon  the  Ham^tead  road  and  thffre  stopped  a  coacli 
with  a  lady's  maid  in  it,  &om  whom  they' took  only  hal/- 
^siirown,  being  aU  the  money  about  her.  The  footmadi 
iehfnd  the  «oacb  came  dawn  and  exerted  himself,  b«l 
i|ieppard  most  unoeremonionsly  planted  a  pistol  to  hii 
Hreast,  which  w&s  received  as  a  hint  that  prudence  wo«14 
^  the  best  part  of  his  valour. 

Kaxt  night,  about  nine  o'clock,  thay  rt|)bad  Mr.  Fargilatt 


kii  Uiag  Iftkca  at  Finehky,  wtt  fwiienlftrly  esatined  9^ 
%OMt  this  robbevy.  The  Ber.  llfr.  WagstaffMo^Tsdt 
Utter  from  aa  nnkM^m  hand,  with  some  qneationa  to  bt 
proposed  to  Sheppard;  ▼iz,«-Whether  he  did  not  rob 
one  Mr.  Pargiter,  on  Monday,  the  2(Hh  of  Jnly,  about 
ftine  at  night,  between  the  tnrnpika  and  Hampeteadf 
flow  much  money  he  took  from  him?  WheUier  Pargiter 
was  drunk  or  not ;  and  if  he  had  any  rings  or  wateh  abonl 
liim  when  robbed  ?  He  said  Pargiter  was  very  much  in 
M^nor,  having  a  great  coat,  neither  rings  on  his  finger, 
ffior  watch,  and  only  3s.  in  his  pocket,  which  they  tpok 
irom  him ;  end  that  Blneskin  knocked  him  down  twic^ 
with  the  end  of  his  pistoi,  but  ShJeppard  did  in  MndBeg» 
false  him  up  as  efiem» 

On  the  21st  they  stopped  a  stage  eoftch,  and  took  from 
one  of  the  passengers  in  it  20s.,  and  where  so  expeditious 
In  the  matter,  that  scarcely  a  word  was  spoken.  Now  Mr» 
Sheppard's  long  and  wicked  course  was  seemingly  drawing 
lo  a  close.  Mr.  Kneebone  having  Applied  to  Jonathan 
Wild,  and  pnt  advertisements  in  the  papers,  complaining 
^f  his  robbery;  on  Tuesday  the  22nd  of  Jnly,  at  nighty 
Bdgewortii  Bess  was  taken  in  a  brandy  shop,  near  Templa 
Bar,  by  Jonathan  Wild,  sha  being  much  terriiied,  dis* 
tovered  where  Sheppard  wai.  A  warrant  was  accordingly 
Issued  by  Justice  Blaekerby,  and  the  next  day  he  waa  ap^ 
(prehended  at  the  house  of  BlnesMn's  mother,  in  Bese- 
snary  Lane,  by  one  Quilt,  a  domestic  af  Wild'Si  ihongb 
mot  without  great  opposition,  for  be  presented  •  loaded 
iplstol  to  QttilVs  breast,  and  attempted  to  shoot  him,  bu^ 
the  pistol  missed  firo  'Be  was  brought  back  to  the  Ne# 
Prison,  confined  in  the'  dungeon,  and  next  day  brought 
before  Justice  Blaekerby,  Upon  his  azaminatson  ho  oos* 


If 


MMd  Hm  §xim  volibArief  on  iiie  highway  beforementiMUt 
il  ftlfo  hit  rdbbiug  Mrl  Baynes,  Mb.  Barton,  and  ykt 
dtMiMaef  H.awM  committed  to  lidwgate,  and  at 
P6g«taf  tmd&sku  at  the  Old  Bail&y,  he  took  his  triaL  T8» 
iiato  being  elearlj  proyed,  seatenee  of  death  -mn  |dHi» 
HamiMd  QpieB  hira  aeeerdiiiglj.  He  begged  hav^ 
tfanspoitatioa  to  lh«  remotest  paxi  of  his  majeet/s  dii» 
iuiiionfl,  and  pleaded  youth  and  ignorance  aa  the  motive 
Whieh  preeipated  him  nnto  gnilt ;  but  the  court,  deaf 
lie  impoytontieSf  knowing  his  repeated  erimea  to  be  e^nall]^ 
flagrant,  gave  him  no  satisfftctory  answer.  He  retomed 
|p  hia  dismal  abode,  the  condemned  hole,  where  were  nino 
nore  nnhappy  wretches  in  as  dreadful  eircnmstanees  m 
limsetj  ^  'he  king  being  at  Windsor  the  male&etors  hadi 
ft  longer  respite  tiian  is  usual*  During  the  recess,  Jamet 
Sarmatty  Lnmey,  Bayies,  and  Sheppard  agreed  upon  am^ 
••cape,  ooneerted  measures,  and  provided  instruments  to 
iM&e  it  efifeetoal ;  but  thetfl  men  put  off  the  execution  of 
Hieir  design,  on  aeeount  of  having  their  hopes  of  lifie  m» 
sewed  by  the  favourable  answers  they  received  daily  from 
#0Dsiderabl6  persons,  but  thoso  vanished  before  the  day 
•f  oxaeniioii,  and  finding  their  sentence  irreversible,  they 
iropped  sil  their  hopes,  together  with  the  design  they  had 
fcrmed  ibr  aa  escape,  and  so  eamestly  prepared  to  meet 
Jeoth  on  the  morrow>  which  they  accordingly  did.  It  was 
•i^H^day  that  Pavies  gava  Sheppard  thawatch>spriugs» 
11m,  8aw8,4lre.,loeSeel  lus  owo  release;  a«d  knowing 
ilutt  A  wamml  was  hourly  expeeted  for  his  exeeution  with 
Iwo  olhers,  and  the  very  day  of  the  execution  of  the  fostmer 
frl^le  they  woro  haviBg  their  fetters  lAksn  oftf  m  <Krder 
flir  going  to  ths  tree,  that  day  be  began  to  saw  On  Moa* 
Aay  tha  death  wsfraul  etme  firom  Windsor,  appointing 
HiiAktt togetbtr nith  J<NNfh  Ward a^d  Antheo?  U»to» 


%  ^  *^  .JimUsa  m  tSie  Fiids^r  ^Uoiiyfag.   Hie  k««|»i«»' 

*  -.^k);;  !.v'.>-:;       tb^jrewitb,  and  detdred  Mm  to  make  good 

*  .    t  .^  ^I-^aift  time  allotted  him ;  his  thanked  them,  tmdl 
^  'r  ould  follow  their  advice  and  prepare  f** 

/i^r*^,  \'v.:.s^  V^.e»e  aiid  {inoihef  woman  had  betn  with  him 
<i-%     )      the  condemned  hold  the  g?eat«sfe  part  of  th# 
lif     *  c  ^  ;  i  t        five  and  six  o'clock  h©  deaired  thi^ 

*  )  2v  iv,  except  Stephen  Fowles,  to  remain  aboT« 
n-  V  ><3  0  o^xd  BomethiBg  in  pmate  to  his  Mends  atth» 
« 0,1.  compiiedj  md  in  the  mter?al  he  got  tfie  spiko 
»  VI  )  > :  ^  hick  made  way  for  him  to  pass  with  his  heeln 
•^-j-  ■>.';>^- ,  r.^r  'die  assistaaoe  of  Fowles,  whom  he  most  un* 
;f  <i  V  \b  i>->trayed  to  the  keepers  afler  his  being  i«tftkeB^ 
i#'  i.    .  *  \    .  rtr  was  severely  punished  for  it«  ^ 

'^t'F  ^  got  clear  of  his  prison,  he  ioolc  coash^ 
i5  ^  -  ^  V  0  - '  '  >^  a  Slight  gown,  at  the  comer  of  the  Old  Bailey, 

*  )g  .  'i  uMi  who  waited  for  him  in  the  street;  and 
i'y<  r  joacbman  to  drive  to  Blackfriars-stairs,  whera' 
'  »v  ^  1 r  \  ,  4  him  the  meeting ;  and  th©  three  took  boat 
in^  f  .e  u  kore at  the horse-fersy,  at  Westminster;  and 
•j*^  ^  '  •  >j.  ■  •  •  s  Hart,  they  went  in  and  drank^  and  stayed  som» 
ioj- ,  ''o-  iEv,  I.  iienoe  they  adjonmed  to  a  place  in  Helhom 

*  >  ^  r  h  '» i  Itoip  of  a  sawj  he  quitted  the  chains  he  hai 
V*:A>  i^^'-.  i  rx  mt  Newgate,  and  then,  like  a  iree  man,  took  ^ 
r^.^fro  ■  ^,yrJpi  the  citj,  and  tmou  to  Spit«!ielde,  and 
^^u: -i^  fevonriteBess, 

lv*'^asyt£>  iiio.agine  nhali  m  alarm  his  e^acftp^ 
/  1  0if  Newgate,  three  of  their  people  bein^ 

a'  MO       >.  •  end  of  the  lodg®,  engaged  in  a  disconrsa 
fv«  ^<  '  A      'm  wcnderfn!  escape  iron  the  New  PriMi 
'      .t  ott  liost  ought  to  be  need  lest  he  shouUl  giT» 
»j  M   )  ^     .  ,  mi  the  very  instant  he  effeeM  it. 
9*)  '  '  f  ^  iiy,  h«  sent      WUliem  Fagtt  ta  a^re&tlet 


le 


it  A  telelier  mi  C!kare>mArket,  who  tame  to  hbt ;  ani  btfaf 

p&mjUea,  he  desired  Page  to  give  him  what  assictanee  h# 
eonld  to  make  hia  waj»   Before  he  coold  do  anything  h« 

consulted  a  near  relation,  who,  he  said,  pnt  him  up  to  it ; 
130  meeting  wiUi  success  on  application  to  his  Mend,  ani 
probably  with  assistance  for  the  pocket,  he  eame  t6 
Sheppard  having  bought  him  a  new  blue  butcher's  firock^^ 
and  another  for  himself,  and  soon  both  took  their  route 
to  Worden,  in  Northamptonshire,  where  they  came  to  • 
relation  of  Page's,  who  received  and  entertained  them 
kindly,  the  people  lying  &om  their  own  bed  to  accomodate 
them  Sheppard  pretended  to  be  a  butcher's  son  of  CIare» 
snarkei.,  who  was  going  farther  into  the  country  to  his 
&iends,  and  that  Page  was  so  kind  as  to  accompany  him  • 
but  they  as  well  as  their  friend,  became  tired  of  one  an- 
other, the  butcher  having  but  one  shilling  left,  and  the 
people  poor,  and  consequently  unable  to  subsist  two  sueh 
fellows.  After  a  stay  of  three  or  four  days,  they  returned^ 
mnd  came  to  London,  calling  by  the  way  of  Black  Mary^B 
Mole,  and  drinking  with  several  of  their  acquaintance^ 
then  came  into  Bishopgate  street,  to  Cooley's  brandy-shop 
^here  a  cobber  at  work  in  his  stall  alarmed  our  hero,  by 
pointing^iim  out  at  Jack  Sheppard;  he  hearing  hitt 
^departed  immediately.  In  the  evening  they  came  into 
■l^leef  street  about  eight  o'clock,  and  observing  Martin'e 
iratchmaker's  shop,  to  fee  kept  by  a  little  boy,  Page  went 
in  and  asked  the  lad  whether  Mr.  Taylor,  a  watchmaker^ 
iodged  in  the  house  ?  Being  answered  in  the  negative 
he  came  away,  and  reported  t^e  dispositioa  of  the  plaee» 
'Sheppard  now  made  trial  of  his  old  master-piece,  fixed  e 
gimlet  into  the  door  post,  broke  the  glass,  and  took  oui 
three  silver  watches  of  £15  valiie  ^  The  boy  saw  htm 
tehi  ih^»«  but  eoa&d  not  gtt  est  pouve  him  by  reesoB  e^ 
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hk  C65aMvfeac«|  m%  ©i  tlie  watdifta  I2®  pledged  foi?  ® 
guinea  and  a  half.  The  same  night  they  came  to  Wych- 
street.  Sheppard  weat  to  the  Cock  and  Pye  alehonse  iia 
Dmry-lane,  -sent  for  an  acqnaintance,  md  drank  brandy, 
and  ate  o/ste2?9  in  \Uw  of  s-eferal  people,  Page  waiting  all 
^6  while  at  the  door,  the  whole  neighbonrhood  being 
alarm<%4*yet  Jione  *d.aring  to  attack  him  for  fear.  He  ha^ 
vowe^I  reY6i3g0  upon  a  poor  man,  thatlfept  a  dairy  ceUarj, 
at  &c  ead  of  Whitehorse-jard,  who  having  seen  him  at 
IsHjigton  ail^f  his  ©scipe,  and  engaged  not  to  speak  of  ii 
'l^roke  his  promise;  whereiapon  Sheppard  went  to  hl§ 
^pesideaee,  took  the  door  oS  the  hicges^  and  threw  it  dowa 
toong  the  man's  pass  and  pipkins,  and  caused  a  delsg® 

eream  and  milk  to  flew  about  th©  cellaar, 

Ireton,  a  sheriff-officer,  saw  him  and  Page  together 
gave  them  pnrsnit,  from  which  they  had  m  hair-bre«dtb 
escape,  IretoB  haying  laid  hold  of  Page  instead  of 
Sheppard,  who  got  oK 

About  thiis  time  Edg?vorth  Bess  was  apprehended  hf 
Jonathan  Wild,  and  committed  to  the  Ponltry-compter,  hf 
Sir  Francis  Forbes,  oao  of  the  aldermen  of  London,  for 
aiding  and  assisting  Sheppard  in  his  escape ;  the  keeper© 
And  others  terri£ed  her  as  much  as  possibe,  to  discover 
where  he  was ;  but,  had  she  been  put  to  the  rack,  as  in 
jays  of  old,  she  could  not  have  helped  her  enq^airers.    r « 

The  people  aboMt  the,  Wych-streetj  and  Brury-lanee 
irliome  he  h$id  robbed,  and  who  had  prosecuted  him,  were 
tnder  great  apprehension  and  terror ;  and  in  particalar 
Mr.  Kneebone,  on  whom  he  vowed  revenge  becftuse  h® 
lutely  refuacd  to  eign  a  petition  in  hk  behalf  to  the 
ilecorder  of  Lottion«  This  gentleman  was  forced  to  keep 
armed  people  up  in  his  house  every  night,  till  he  was  re» 
laker.,  and  huA  ^%  9em  fes(ifi«d  m  tb«  Qtmg^nl 


ai 


liteBj,  9lispeuiftS@e  mA  humiit^  with      title  oi  -per^om 

!  tWSk  dMigeno®  wss  Ind<»£ia%Abld,  ipsirmg  neitbe?  mm^ 

^ m9T^%mgh%mis       to  bring  idssa       to  Ids 

|  jQ9tk<».  Mis?  esuids  aBkUigenaiig  wMeh  Hnej  boisght  off 

;  'katiaf  le&ad      <»sM%  ^aI  Ms  Mm^  WmM^ 
'  CommoBi      being       wqH  b8§^8^  of  fee  ixotise  wbiSff© 
:  lie  Iaj  ;  an  Thm&iBft  tk<B  lO&h     Sepl^mbdr,  a  nnm^ 
i     men,  both  of  spirit      eondmt,  fofnlsbed  wit^  anna 
frvfer  fof  tbei?  design,  weBl  to  Fiaeblej,  some  m  a  coaek 
smd  letiTp  aBddt^ers  on  bowebftek;  tksj  ^isppr^e^  tbem« 
•elvee  i^Mi^  tSie  Ccmmotx  aIureBaid»  in  or4v     ^  r«  tbek 
tley  hai  not  long  been  tbere  btf^M  ^  :'?^-^? 
81ieppaid  ani  Page  iogetlicr,  habited  like  t^?/      * ,  *  > 

blue  froeks,  with  apr«Bs  tucM  roimd  iliei?  ^9ist?» 
*nd  talking  as  large  as  life,  as  butcbeys^eTeis  ii'^t'^  MU'^  g;. 
4oj  ofUieir  €ne  welhM,  tbeir  ^mm  com  I'v  .?/,  ;Ar»o'  '..o  c 
bets  at  the  eomiag  eoek-p!!;  Bat  all  thm      (V*  ?    "  a  'A 
«otd&f^forBheppa7^»  who  fe€ognizedL&%?^^  uti 
^e  tamkejTB  of  Newgate,  eiaid  to  Pige»    r  >•  >  (  t  z 
Ispyaetag."  XJpcm  wbi^h  their  courage  di^i/jf-^k^ 
Ihattheir  wicked  way  of  bttsinass  mnst  c&ik&^  n-j^. 
to  make  theiz  flight  aa  fietre  as  they  ©oul  i/fc  ^  ^  n  j^'^k 
it  advisable  to  take  to  a  £K>t-patb  io  ei;^^  ol?  m  ^  rm^'    «  i 
ihe  Newgate  eavalsy,  but  this  did  mo%  ffmt  '  ^ 

Mr.  Langley  eame  op  with  Page,  who  if?*;^  «^  r  ^  ic#.^^ 
«&d  diMoontiiif ,  with  pintol  in  basii,  emm.M^y^^^-  ^ 
Ifcrow  up  hie  hamde  which  he  trembliag Ij       '      t'  -^^ 
ife,  desiring  him  to  fi$k  Mmt  (mgUei,  sea^e^  '  j   v  ^  ft 
i«aeiotd»gly  did,  «ad l#i»dabmd  kailfv  int.^  ^  \\iv 


Iksf^Mg  m^rnrni  %M,  M  mm  ^®  Mg  ti^f 
Mm  m  o^mt  o:  clmm  Ja^ko  mh^  h9d  Meist  sMtsr  ii^^  <lf' 

Ifee  honBe  mvesWp  amd  ®  git!  m®mg  Mi  liil,  afe® 

ijraiaglil  %lm  ^ni^.  He  being  ife®<§k@i  feay^  ^If 
tlisja  li©  fsmbroiflre^f,  t®^  Ibej  w@?a!i  h%  Mm  1^0 

as  loBg  w  k®  mmMo  Vfm  iBmmMiig  Mm  foms^  % 
l5road-kBif@g  wifh  iw&  &f  watches  he  Imd  tftken  out  of 
Mr.  MsxiAB's  @?aop,  -SE©  «isd«r  eftcli  aim-pit  They  a€«  . 
fonsme^i.  with  their  prisoners  to  a  plae®  wh@r@  there  l» 
«oaoh  and  fom  waiting  to  conTey  them  to  town  with  speei 
safety,  and  Sheppard  armed  tt  his  old  mansion  al 
about  two  in  the  afternoon.  At  his  alighting  he  made  ^ 
jndden  spring,  hit  intention  being,  he  said  to  have  slipl 
mnder  the  coach,  and  had  a  raee  for  it.  He  was  pnt  into 
the  condeimsied  hold,  and  dmined  dow»  to  the  floor  witk 
double  basils  npon  his  feet,  Sse^ 

The  joy  of  the  people  of  Newgate  on  this  oecasfoii  Wli 
tnespressible,  and  nothing  but  smiles  md  bumpers  werft 
«een  in  the  lodge  for  many  days  together;  but  Jonathan 
Wild  happened  to  be  gone  on  a  wrong  scent  after  him  l# 
Stourbridge,  lost  a  shari!  ef  the  glory. 

On  Wednesday  October  the  14th,  the  sessions  begMl  Sl 
Ihe  Old  Bailey,  and  Jack  aware  that  the  keepers  wonlA 
then  have  so  much  business  in  attending  the  court,  as  to 
leave  them  but  little  leisure  to  visit  him,  thought  thif 
Ifonldbe  the  only  time  to  make  a  push  for  his  liberty. 

The  next  day  about  liwo  in  the  afternoon,  one  of  tli# 
keepers  carried  Jack  his  dinner,  and  as  msual,  examined 
las  irons,  and  found  all  fast,  and  sa  leit  hin.  He  bai 
litidly  UvB  fOM  when  Jaak  wa»l    mmk.  U»  tMiA 
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l5f  Ms  Mti^etii^,  mSi  Ikm  with  &  mclk^  mSl  whfcli  h§ 
fanad  tipon  the  flooi?,  opened  the  great  padlock,  thai  f*l« 
lened  his  chain  to  the  staple.   Host  he  twisted  asunder 
1  email  link  of  the  eham  between  his  legs,  and  -drawing  np 
I  liis  feet=iocks  as  high  as  he  conld,  he  made  them  fast  with 
;  liis  garters.   He  attempted  to  get  np  the  chimney,  biil 
liad  not  advanced  far,  before  his  progress  was  stopped  hf 
an  iron  fear  that  went  across  the  fine  ;  this  compelled  him 
to  descend ;  he  then  set  to  work  on  the  outside,  and  with 
H  piece  of  his  broken  chain,  picked  out  the  mortar,  and 
temoved  a  small  stone  or  two,  about  six  feet  from  the  fioo? 
be  got  out  the  iron  bar  which  was  an  inch  square,  and  nea? 
A  yard  long,  and  this  proved  of  great  service  to  him.  H« 
preseaatly  made  so  large  a  breach,  that  he  got  into  the  Reil 
Boom  over  the  Castle ;  here  he  found  a  great  nail,  whicli 
was  another  very  useful  implement.  This  room  had  re- 
mained shut  for  seven  years ;  but  in  less  than  seveiB 
minutes  he  wrenched  off  the  lock,  and  got  into  m  entry 
leading  to  the  chapel*   Here  he  found  6  door  bolted  oizi 
Ihe  other  side,  apon  which  he  broke  a  hole  through  the 
Ifrall,  and  pushed  the  bolt  back»  €!oming  now  to  th$ 
ehapel  door,  he  broke  of?  one  of  the  iron  spikes,  which  ho 
i^ept  for  ^rther  use,  and  thus  got  into  the  entry  between 
Iheahapdl  and  lower  leadtc    The  door  of  this  entry  was 
mij  s^ng,      fastened  with  a  strong  look ;  and  wha£ 
CrsM!  wcHTse,  the  night  had  overtaken  him,  and  he  was  forced 
|0  work  In  the  dark  However,  in  hall  an  hour,  by  tha 
•  belp  of  the  great  nail,  ha  forced  off  the  bos  af  the  lock, 
§nd  opened  the  door,  which  led  him  to  another  di£&cult| 
9tof  it  waa  not  only  loeked,  but  barred  and  bolted.  When 
had  tried  in  vain  to  make  tha  lock  and  bolt  give  wayp 
wren^ad  the  fillet  from  tha  main  post  of  the  door,  an  j 
tka     aodi  ataf^plAi  cttna  off  with  14 ;  and  ^  Seoulchre'a 


n 


ahfnM  ^nl  ti^L  Th«?9  wai  jd4  tiftottMr  door  UmIwsm 
bim  and  t^a  lower  iMdo,  but  it  beisg  obIj  bolted  wil^m 
8id«,  ha  ope&ed  it  eMilj,  and  motmtiog  the  top  •f  it,  h® 
got  over  t2i«  wallsnd  on  the  uproar  leads,  and  ouoe  mov^ 
Weatiled  the  opea  air. 

How  to  get  down  was  hia  next  difBcnlty,  and  on  looMn^f 
iroimd  from  bis  elevated  poeitioQ,  bd  resolved,  aa  bis  ooljp 
apparent  mode  of  dcBcent,  to  get  down  on  tkd  TnmQff» 
ho\u»,  adjoining  Newgate ;  bnt  as  tbis  would  have  been  ft. 
dflmgeroas  leap,  be  went  to  the  castle  the  same  w^j  h« 
came,  and  fetched  a  blanket  he  nsed  to  lie  npon.  Tkm 
he  made  fast  to  the  wall  oi  Newgate  with  the  spike  h& 
stole  out  of  the  chapel,  and  sliding  down,  di°opped  ^poiar 
the  tnmer^s  leads,  and  then  the  clock  stiuck  nine. 

It  is  uncertain  where  he  took  up  his  lodging  for  the 
yemaming  part  of  the  night,  or  rather  morning ;  or  wbea 
er  UoF  he  got  the  irons  off  his  legs  ;but,  oa  the  first  of. 
Kos'fc-mbera  mi  only  his  feet-looks,  btit  Ms  hand-eiilfe  too^ 
were  found  in  0.  i-oom  belongmg  to  Kat^  Cook  and  iiat@ 
K^jBf  m  CranboBrn-alleyp 

G-r<jat  nuiBbers  came  to  Newgate  to  behold  Sheppard's- 
trorkmas^ship  j  and  Mi%  H&i  and  his  ©SieerB  verj  readily 
^oniucted  them  tip  stairsg  that  the  w©rld  might  be  coa- 
fineed.  feer©  was  not  tfe  le^t  room  to  ■  mspe©5  d^M}^ 
^eglgeae®  or  conni  wa^e  la  th«  seivants,  Erer^  &m  ez- 
presi^i  the  gre8.te8t  gi^fpiie  imigi^afek ;  mwi.  deeku'ed 
Ihem^lve^  $i&tii3ii©d  wiiii  tfc,©  ms^iws  thej  had  t*ikea 
Ms  seetmity*  On©  c>f  lln^  Bkmis  earn®  m  p^Jtat^u,  exid 
went  i?p  to  lb©  Castle  £®  be  gatieied  with  Ifee  sitrnti^m  «^ 
Ihe        attended  hf  gt^verd    tjii^  offleansi 

The  oo»rl  being  set  at;  tke  i«*!»ioxm-hoi««,  th» 
feeepciiri  wera  s§a&  to  mi  mgmm^i  Th»  Ka^isp 
tfRl^iP  wip^ied         ^wimrn  *^«t  ^  told 


mama  Ail  efi^aped  jns&e^  hsuAng         ^  'A*^ 
lie  should  be  brought  ioTO  to  the  mm  'm^  im^ 
flay  of  the  eeasions,  ftnd  ordered  lisi  ei^  t  v  m 
iwo    three  dajs  afterr  if  it  appeared  he  'i^^* 
tperson  eondemned  for  breaking  open  Mr. 
fcosfi's  bouse^  and  had  beeE  ordered  for  ^./f  v,cr& , 
He  undoubtedly  performed  the  chief  pari  ol  ^  ^  ^ 
escape  in  the  darkest  part  of  the  night,  &\i  ^  .^^^ 
Dut  the  least  glimpse  of  a  eandle«  In  %  >  m 
actually  did  with  his  own  hands,  in  a       >Wf  ,^ 
irhat  several  of  the  most  skilful  artists  aB;^  >^  #<^W 
Hot  have  been  accomplished  by  a  number  m 
f  onS|  furnished  with  proper  implemenfe^  m^^ 
Dther  advantages,  in  a  full  day.  ^ 

Never  was  there  anything  better  fimf  a  1:*^ 
keepers  and  their  assistants,  been  obligew^  ;  ^  ^ 
%  close  attendance  on  the  sessions  of  the  t>v 
tod  Blueskia^iaving  confined  Wild  to  hi^;  J. -.^  t  ^ 
i)y  stabbing  him,  at  the  time  of  his  trial 
fevourable  opportunity  could  not  have  |>f  .^^^i^^ii?. 
itself  for  Sheppard's  purposes. 
^  On  the  Blst,  he  dined  with  his  two  female  ft  I^^' 
Cook  and  Keys,  at  a  public-house  in  J  e.'; 
Btreet,  where  they  were  very  merry 
About  five  in  the  afternoon,  they  took  eoa^^  m# 
flrawing  up  the  windows,  passed  through  ^'  ?  ^ 
which  then  was  similar  to  Temple  Ear,  wk\  i>  \ 
Ihe  Shears  alehoise,  iuMai-pole 


fAeve  in  the  eTenicg  be  sent  for  hi§  md&«r,  tmi 

^ated  her  with  some  brandy.  As  she  knew  th^ 
lUmger  he  was  in^  she  advised  him  to  tfike  cAre  of 
luimselfi  and  keep  out  of  the  way ;  bnt  Jaok  had 
l^een  drinking  pretty  hard,  and  had  grown  too  mm 
to  take  conncel,  and  too  valiant,  to  fear  anything  i 
imd,  therefore,  leaving  his  mother,  he  strolled  a* 
i>out  in  the  neighbourhood  from  alehouse  to  gin* 
fihop,  till  near  12  o^clock,  when  he  was  appre* 
bended  by  means  of  an  alehouse  boy,  who  liad 
accidentally  seen  him.  Poor  Jack  was  taken  drunk 
miable  to  make  any  resistai^ce,  aud  wai  OHoe  mom 
^nveyed  to  Newgate. 

The  10th  of  November  be  was  carried  of  the 
King's  Bench  Bar,  at  Westminster,  where  the  re- 
cord of  his  conviction  being  read,  and  an  affidavit 
made  that  he  was  the  same  John  Sheppard  men* 
tioned  in  that  record,  Mr  Justice  Power  awarded 
sentence  of  death  against  him,  and  a  rule  of  court 
was  made  for  his  execution  the  Monday  foUowingr 
Jack,  even  on  his  last  day,  had  some  hopes  of 
eluding  justice.  Some  cove  had  famished  him 
with  a  penkniie,  which  he  put  naked  into  big 
pocket,  with  the  point  upwards ;  and  he  told  om  \ 
whom  he  thought  he  could  trust,  his  dosign  was 
to  lean  forward  in  the  cart,  and  cut  asunder  the 
eord  that  tied  his  hands  together,  and  then  wten 
,  he  came  near  Little  Turnstile,  to  throw  himself 
OYer  amongst  the  crowd,  and  run  through  the  nar- 
row passage,  where  the  officers  could  not  follow 
him  on  horseback,  but  must  be  forced  to  dismount 
and,  in  the  meantime,  doubted  not  but  by  the 
mob's  assistance  he  should  make  his  escape.  But 
his  hopeful  scheme  was  discovered  in  the  press- 
yard  in  Newgate  just  as  he  was  going  into  tho 
cart;  though  it  waa not  prev^^ted without  th®  lorn 
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f<^f  somo  Blood.    An  of&cer,  meaatioosly  exaznin* 

fog  Ja<*k's  packets,  out  himfielf. 

Hlieppaxd  ha^l  etill  another  project  in  his  head. 
iHe  ofernetslj  dedred  some  of  his  acquaintance, 
ithal  aftier  his  body  was  cut  down,  they  would  m 
soon  as  posnihle  put  it  into  a  warm  bed,  md  irj 
fco  let  him  bleed,  for  he  said  he  bejieved  if  bhcIi 
Ipwre  was  taken^  they  might  bring  him  to  life  again<, 
I  At  the  place  of  execution  he  behaved  himself 
[very  gravely ;  confessed,  in  particular,  that  hd 
jrobbed  Mr  Phiilips  and  'mm  Cook,  though  forth© 
;Want  of  proper  evidence  the  Jory  had  acquitted  him 
^  of  both ;  and  he  declared  that  when  he  and  Blue- 
jskin  robbed  Mr.  Kneebonej  William  Field  was 
fliot  with  them* 

I  He  was  hanged  at  I'ybnra,  on  Monday^  NoYem- 
•  't>ei  IStihj  1724,  in  the  28id  year  of  hm  age.  He 
;died  with  great  difficulty^  and  much  pittied  by  the 
jnob.  When  be  had  hung  about  a  quarter  of  an 
bour,  he  was  cut  down  by  a  soldier j,  and  delivered 
jto  his  friends,  who  carried  him  to  the  Ba;rley-iMow^ 
Im  Loijg-acre,  and  he  wa^  bmiedthe  mn^^  mmng 
I  'm  &l  Mmtm'§  efcwli'j^de 


